
Clean Air Hospital Framework



Air pollution is a 
health issue

Air pollution is linked to

COPD

Stroke

Heart disease

Cancer

Dementia

Diabetes Premature birth

Low birth weight

Asthma



Air pollution causes up to 36,000 deaths each year in the UK

Air pollution causes over 6 million sick days a year in the UK 

Air pollution has an estimated total social cost of £22.6 billion per year 
in the UK

Air pollution causes over 20,200 respiratory and cardiovascular hospital 
admissions a year in the UK



Solutions to air pollution are
also a health opportunity

Walking and cycling reduce risks of heart 
disease, stroke, cancer and diabetes

They promote mental wellbeing



Air pollution requires 
a health sector 
response



Role Model
Show leadership 
through minimising 
the air pollution 
the NHS creates 
and influences 

Champion
Support policy 
measures and work 
with others to 
improve air quality

Educate
Inform staff, 
patients and the 
public about the 
health risks and 
how to protect 
their health



What is a clean air hospital?



Improves air quality outside and inside the 
hospital by minimising sources of air pollution 
under its control

Provides advice to help protect staff, patient and 
public health from air pollution and

Champions the case for clean air locally and 
nationally

A clean air hospital:



Role Model
Show leadership 
through minimising 
the air pollution 
the hospital creates 
and influences

Minimise air pollution from staff, 
visitor and patient travel

Reduce air pollution from 
procurement and deliveries

Minimise emissions from building 

design and construction

Reduce emissions from energy 

generation

Minimise air pollution levels inside 

the hospital



Educate
Inform staff, 
patients and the 
public about the 
health risks and 
how to protect 
their health

Train clinicians to provide air 
pollution information and advice to 
patients

Inform staff about air pollution risks 
and how to reduce pollution

Communicate with visitors and the 
wider public to help them protect 
their health from air pollution



Champion
Support policy 
measures and work 
with others to 
improve air quality

Work with local partners to 

improve area-wide air 

quality

Support national initiatives 

and influence others to 

improve national air quality





What is the Clean Air Hospital Framework?

A free resource co-designed by Great Ormond Street Hospital & Global Action Plan to 
enable a hospital to: 

• Understand what it means to be a clean air hospital 

• Self-assess progress against the seven elements of a clean air hospital

• Develop a clean air action plan to improve air quality 

• Assign ownership within the organisation to implement the action plan 

• Track and report progress towards becoming a clean air hospital



Example page from the Clean Air 
Hospital Framework 



Clean Air Hospital Framework

To start your hospital on the road to clean air visit

www.cleanairhospitals.org

@cleanairdayUK


